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DEFY GRAVITY? 
NONSENSE! I'VE 
SIMPLY CONVINCED 
. GRAVITY THAT THE CAR 
4 IS LIGHTER THAN AIR. 
THE HECK \ ME Inte Ea 
YOU'RE MAKING i ‘ = 
} PELLED BY OUR 
yey eg y OWN EXHAUST. 


YOU CAN'T DEFY 
A LAW OF PHYSICS. 
MAGIC WORKS WITH. 
THE NATURAL WORLD, 


DOESN'T 


SOUND SO 


FOLLOWING HIS MURDER, 
AL SIMMONS WAS REBORN 
AS THE DEMONIC SPAWN, 
HE NOW FACES A WORLD 
THAT'S CHANGED IN LUINEX- 
PECTED WAYS... AND HIS 
OWN NEWABILITIES, 
YUST AS UNEXPECTED 
AND MYSTERIOUS. 3 





HE'S GOTTA BE 
WORKING FOR THE 
MOB OR SOMEONE, 


ROAR OF THE BOMBERS 
SPEEDING CAR. 


eek 
Sa 


I MADE JT 
IME! J 


WHO CARES? \ 
WE CAN GET 
HIM LATER., 


A TRUNK OF MINE I'D 
LIKE TO LOOK IN 
ON. COMING? 


THE HECK WITH 
THAT! 1'M STICKING 
TO THIS KID LIKE 
GLUE! 


SUIT 
YOURSELF. 
I'LL SEE YOU 
IN A FEW 
HOURS. 


TIME PASSES 
SLOWLY... BUT 


AL SIMMONS 
WAS USED TO 
WAITING. 





cyYRILiic 
WRITING ON 
THESE SIGNS... 
TAKES ME 


CALIFORNIA... 
GU, 


LANGUAGE 
IMMERSION SCHOOL. 
QUITE A FEW YEARS 
AGO. L DON’T 
KNOW HOW 1 GOT 


THROUGH IT. A, dd 


\ 


GooD 
THING 1 HAD 
nee aero 
PAPERS TO READ. 
CHATS WHEN J 
I MET-- ~ TERRY! 
THAT'S HIS 
VOICE DOWN 


<EXCUSE ME PLEASE, 
GENTLEMEN. I AM 
SPECIAL AGENT 
FITZGERALD, WITH 
THE U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT. MAY I 
ASK YOU SOME 
QUESTIONS 2) * 

















& 


‘ Z 
* TRANSLATED 
FROM RUSSIAN. 
— 


oe 














: LYX4 aS 
THAT'S MY 
J “dA FRIENOL 


| 





SAYS 
E'S HERE 


FOR SOME 
WEAPONS 
CONFERENCE 
ANO WENT 
AWOL. BUT 
WHERE -- 


If THAT'S YoLOKHOV 
IN FRONT OF THE 
PUNKS BUILDING, 
OR I'M NOT DEAD!! 
I KNEW THIS 
THING STANK, 
BUT NOT THIS 


EVER IT 15, 
THIS AGENT 
HAS GOT AN 
UNFINISHED 

DUTY 10 

EXECUTE! 





1» RUMOR HAS IT THAT 
OUR VISITING EASTERN 
EUROPEAN DIGNITARIES 
DID SOME DECIDEDLY 
UNDIGNIFIED CAROUSING | 
LAST NIGHT, HOWED | | 
WRONG j 
PARTIES. NEED A 
See one oe sCoR 
PALS {5 STILL OUT 
SLEEPING IT OFF. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
TELEVISION 


. YOUSEF VOLOKHOY, A 

VISITING SCIENTIST FROM 

THE EAST-WEST ATOMIC 

WARFARE, SCIENCE AND I GUESS YOU'RE 
APPLICATIONS CONFER- RIGHT. THANKS, 
ENCE, (S STILL UNAC- MISTER, FOR PULLIN’ 
COUNTED FOR. SOURCES MY SKILLET OUT 
CLOSE TO THE NYPD OF THE FIRE. 
HAVE INFORMED US OF 

A_MAJOR SEARCH 

FOR THE MISSING 

TECHNICIAN. FOUL 

PLAY HAS NOT BEEN ¥ 

| RULED OUT. 


IF YOU ASK ME, IT’S ALL ABOUT MONEY. VW PERCIVAL 
THE RUSSIANS HAVE ALL THE ROMANCE AND f ISSACSEN- 
5 SMYTHE, 
PLEASE... 
OTHER EX-SOVIET REPUBLICS ARE 
Dy, ALSO STRUGGLING FOR A NEW 
. oy THEY NEED MONEY, 


HAS BEEN 
) TO RUSSIA, 


WHAT HIT 
ME 2 WHAT 


WAS UP 
WITH THOSE 
GUYS 2 


ler terry 
KNOW WHO 


ZN I AM...NOT 

Se YET. 
Y’‘KNow, BROTHER SR 

YOU MIGHT WANT TO BE 


MORE CAREFUL WITH THE 
PEOPLE AROLIND HERE. 


FITZGERALD, 
TERENCE D., 
ASA-923777... 


BEJEESUS KICKED 
FME. NAH. 


wy ..NO, NO, 
WHAT I NEED 1S 
FOR YOU TO ROLL 
ME DOWN SOME 
MUSCLE, STAT. 
THAT'S RIGHT, YOU 
BIT OFF MORE 
THAN I CAN 
CHEW ! 





¢I HAVE A PROBLEM, MY 
FRIEND. IAM DUE TO GIVE 
MY LECTURE IN TWO HOURS. 
HOWEVER, A KEY ELECTRICAL 
ELEMENT WAS DAMAGED 
ON MY JOURNEY, I 
AM AT A LOSS. » 

gil <TOO 


\\ < MY NEIGHBOR'S 
Y SON WORKS FOR AN 


HE SHOULD BE HERE NOW, 
H\ GETTING HIS LAUNDRY 

eeu. FROM HER. SHE 
. LIVES IN NUMBER--> 


WHAT ACTUALLY, 
OUTSIDE. 


sO 
HAPPENED 
HERE? 


I WOKE UP 


<- 212, 
DOWNSTAIRS . 
LET US GO 

TALK TO THE 


mM ATOMIC WEAPONS 7 

1 KNEW THERE WAS 
MORE HERE THAN 
MEETS THE EYE! 1 DON'T 


KNOW WHO THE KI0'S_ fy 


WORKING FOR, 


WHAT ABOUT 
THESE BOZOS? 
YOU'RE IN 
CHARGE HERE. 
I‘M NOT a> 
HURT... FORGET WK Xe 
THEM. WE HAVE | > 
TO GET TO 


COLUMBIA, 
Ww A.S.A.P. 





YOU _MISSED 
GOOD 


E 
WE'RE GOING 
TO NOW. 


QeErrey: 


(e oLUMeA YOU PEEKED AT 
y | 7 THESE, DION'T YOU? 

Te cee iz 1 GOT THEM FROM 
15 GOING ON! f THE Hos Watley 


‘ 
, 


(a FOR THE 


COMMIES ! 4 
ag — 
WHAT EXACTLY IS VOLOKHOV GOING TO ) DEMONSTRATION 


_ BE SPEAKING ABOUT? _/OF AN ATOMIC 
DETONATOR. 


WZ. HE MEAN, 
“DEMONSTRA- 
WE HAVE TO TION OF AN 
SETIN THERE. Y | 7 ATOMIC _ 
WE'RE WITH THE ree DETONATO, 
GOVERNMENT... ~ 2 


NOT TO DIGRESS, \ 
R / GENTLEMEN, BUT IF \ 
N YOU'RE NOT FACULTY, 
\ THAT'LL BE SIX 
S\ BUCKS EACH. 





¢ AEROFLOT 
HAS FLOWN 


ME TO 
HEAVENS > 


I'VE BUILT 
MORE 
DETONATORS 
THAN YOU'VE 

GOT CHINS,. 


I ae 
NO PROBLEM. \ | 


I'M ALMOST 2 
THERE. Z 














YOU 
AMERICANS 
LEAD THE 
WORLD IN 
TECHNOLOGY ! 


GOOD, 
FOR WE : 
MUST HURRY. , 
WE ARE NEARLY 
LATE FOR MY 
LECTURE, 



































LARGE TURN-OUT FOR 
THE DRY TOPIC AT HAND. 
OMLY THE CONFERENCE 
FARTICIFANTS OR 






WONKS WOU (5 
INTERESTED IN FINELY 
ENGINEERED ATOMIC 
DETONATORS. 











Sota 
THEY WON'T BE ae i 
DISAPPOINTED. Res 
. 
N 
aS 


SsVy7 


THE AUDIENCE GROWS QU/ET 
AS YOUSEF VOLOKHOV. A 
PIONEER OF THE FORMER 
SOVIET UNION'S ATOMIC PRO- 
GRAM, WALKS TO THE PODIUM. 


NOT RECOGNITION. THE WELL-BEING 
OF HIS COUNTRY: THE UKRAINE, /S 
HIS SOLE CONCERN. 


AND EARS OF 
THE WORLD. 


HE WITH- 
=~ A Eee 

THE MOMEN . MEM- | AB ER. 

BERS OF THE AUDIENCE SIUILE IN | 23S EHO 

RECOGNITION. THERE'S NO MISTAK- 

ING THE CHROMIUM STEEL 2 

OBJECT FOR ANYTHING BUT 


WHAT IT /S: THE BRIEFCASE IS 
~ HANDED G/INGERLY 
4 KM 7O YOUSEF. 





ie TION OF A CITY. 


‘« 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, DISTINGUISHED 
COLLEAGUES. YOU CANNOT DOUBT WHAT YOUR 
EYES ARE SHOWING YOU. {T /S INDEED AN 
AN ATOMIC BOMB. IT IS NOW PRIMED. 


(‘OF 


GUNS M, 
ALL REAL 


JAKE IT AN ul? uY Y RATHER 
- 5) oy , } THAN _MY. 
LECTURE, I 
WILL NOW 
PRESENT MY 
DEMANDS. 


MY UKRAINE 
HAS LANGUISHED 
IN POVERTY 

WHILE HER 


COUSIN RUSSIA YOU AND YOUR 


GOVERNMENTS SHALL 
LOAN MY UKRAINE 

15 BILLION DOLLARS-- 
ONE BILLION PER 
KILOTON OF MY 
DEVICE HERE--OR 

I SHALL DESTROY 
NEW YORK CITY. 








CAN‘T GET 
A CLEAR LINE 





THE OVERLAPPERS HAVE COME 
BEFORE THE PRIME, BY FAR THE 
OLDEST OF THE CREATURES 
DWELLING HERE, AND LINKED 
DIRECTLY INTO THE LIVING 


REALM ITSELF. poe 
—— > SPEAK 70 ME, 


ALL DATA, GATHERED FROM A |* MY EYES 
BILLION UNIVERSES, /S FED AND EARS. 
DIRECTLY THROUGH THIS SY 

CREATURE SO THAT THE OVER- 

LAP MAY BE NOURISHED, AND 

THRIVE. SO IT HAS BEEN 

FOREVER, pom 


Ww MOST 
GRACIOUS 
SUPERIOR; 
OUR NEW 

EXPERIMENTS 
GO WELL, 


WE WILL SOON LEARN IF /T 

'S POSSIBLE TO DESTROY 4 

Al _HELL-CREATURE WITH i qf YES, MY 
ATOMIC BOMBARDMENT. ‘ p SUPER OR 


YOU SHALL 
BE 


EARTHIAN HELL 
CAN WITHSTAND. 


S 
YES, YES: ( 
WE HAVE 
INSINUATED 
AN EARTHIAN 
FARTICLE - 


J “& VERY Poor. " ». AND THE 
AND WITH THAT, ff : ‘A> PROCEED. I AM SW OVERLAP SHALL 
covoenncs” awa Beran vo Wt are 
THAT MEDDLER J @ = HAVE FRESH KNOWLEDDE RN OUR NEW 


2 ie 70 FEE U5. HOWEVER, 
MGS END. ales ae THIS HOUDINI 15 | 


YOUR GOWN AFFAIR. = 





ALWAYS THE 
PERFORMER, 





ENSUES. 


YOU IDIOTS £ 
ENOUGH SS 


I HAVE 
STARTED THE 
TIMER / 


7 THANK YOU. 
I RETURN ¥ 
\ YOUR LIVES 
TO YOU FOR 











Bvy , 
ZL “i 


SCHMUCKS 
UT ne part 


CONCENTRATE... 
& gf 


1 SOST 
ANOTHER 
TRAP... 


1, GOT MY 
PATHWAY... 
© 


«VISUALIZE... 








AS NATURE 
ABHORS A 
VACUUM, SO TOO 
DOES REALITY, 


RENT VIOLENTLY 
| FROM THIS 

PLANE, FOLLOWING 

IN Deane OF 


THE NS- 
PORTED BLAST. 


_ [ ANOTHER PLACE. CL 


REALITY SHATTERS 


LIKE CANDIED GLASS. 
THE PART OF OUR 
UNIVERSE CONTAINING 


if 
THE BOMB IS TRAPPED \ 
| 
F THE \ { , 
ATOM'S SPLIT- VA » 


BY THE SORCERER, AND N 
SHUNTED INTO THE INSTANT 
THE TIME 
WHEN FIERCE 
ENERGIES ARE 


RELEASED-- 
NEVER EVEN 
HAPPENS 
ON _ OUR 
WORLD. 


N SPAWN | 
CARRIES ON, 

4 UNAWARE 
OF THE 
PACKAGED 
MOMENT 

BEYOND HIM, 
pp yee oe 6 
RAGE O) 

RORRY SS 
ATTACKER. 


COMPRESSED INTO A BEAM OF POWER, THE REALITY 
ENVELOPE /S SHOVEO THROUGH THE MAIL SLOT OF 
AN UNSUSPECTING ADDRESSEE. BY REFLEX, 
HOUDINI USES THE MEMORY OF HIS TRUNK AS A 
FOCUS-- AND SENDS THE TIGHT PARTICULATE 
STREAM WHERE /T WILL DO THE MOST GOOD. 


COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY'S: 
LECTURE HALL IS BUZZING 
WITH AMAZED SCIENTISTS. 
THERE WAS LESS THANA 
SECOND OF LIGHT-- BUT 
THAT WAS ENOUGH TO 
INSPIRE IDLE SPECULATION 
FOR YEARS TO COME. 


Eh-- IT WAS 
JUST THE JCE 


FRIED. 
DAMN. £ HAD 
50 MUCH TO 

LEARN FROM YOU 

HOUDINI-- IF YOU 

. REALLY WERE 
HOUDINI. 


OR 
SOME- 
THING... 


MOMENTS AGO, 
THESE GEIGER, _—_ 
COUNTERS WERE 
SET OFF THE SCALE | ___ 
BY RADIATION 
FROM KOLOKHOV'S 

| BOMB. 


SO THOROUGH 
WAS HOUDINIVS 
MAGIC THAT, FOR 
A MOMENT, EVEN 


WERE FLAT. 





1» APPEARS TO BE AN ATTEMP- 
TED NUCLEAR TERRORIST 
ACTION AT COLUMBIA UNI- 
VERSITY. WHAT YOU ARE 
SEEING [S AMATEUR VIDEO, 
SHOWING WHAT WE BELIEVE 
TO BE TWO OF THE TERRORISTS. 
POLICE WILL SAY ONLY THAT 
ONE IS AN AMERICAN, THE 
OTHER A UKRANIAN NATIONAL, 
AND THAT THERE WAS SOME 
SORT OF BOMB THREAT. 


WITNESSES CLAIM THAT 
THOUGH IT SEEMED THERE WAS 
AN EXPLOSION, THE EVIDENCE 
ISIN DISPUTE, HOWEVER, THE 
PRESENCE OF AN ARMED ATOMIC 
BOMB HAS BEEN CORROBORATED 
BY ANY NUMBER OF EXPERT 
WITNESSES. 


FIRE CREWS ARE LOOKING 
FOR ANY POSSIBLE CON- 
NECTION BETWEEN THESE 
REPORTS AND A BLACKENED 
PART OF THE HALL WHERE 
THE STAGE HAD BEEN. 


THE ALLEGED THREAT WAS 
APPARENTLY AVERTED BY A 
SUSPECTED YOUNGBLOOD, 
THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN 
“FRIED TO A CRISP” BY SOME 
ley Gia FORCE AT THE 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
DENIED BOTH THE REPORT 
OF THE NUCLEAR THREAT 
AND SUPPOSED EXPLOSION, 
AND OF ANY YOUNGBLOOD 
ACTIVITY IN NEW YORK CITY 
AT THAT TIME. COULD THIS 
HAVE BEEN A ROGUE 
‘BLOOD, CONNECTED TO 
SOME PREVIOUSLY UN- 
KNOWN ORGANIZATION? 


CERTAINLY SOMEONE 
OR SOMETHING WAS 
RECORDED. LEAVING 
THE SCENE. HERE 

WITH AN ANALYSIS... 





COLUMBIA 
CAMPUS... 


HOUOINI LEFT 
THE CAR INVISIBLE. 
THAT MAKES IT 

UP TO ME TO 

FIND IT. 


VZANEA 


USE THE COSTUME 
TO REARRANGE THE 
PHOTONS... MAKE 
THE CAR 
REAPPEAR... 


PERFECT. 1 GUESS I 
MIGHT BETTER AT MAGIC 
THAN 1 THOUGHT. 


ABOUT THE 
MYSTERY HERE, 
TERRY, BUT £ 
CAN'T HAVE You 

KNOW ABOUT 
ME JUST YET. 


HOUDINI HAD 
THE KEYS / FINE. 


LLL JUST 
MANIFEST 


THE CAR'S 
PURPOSE THUS 
FULFILLED, /T 
DEFAULTS” 
BACK TO THE 
OVERLAP. 





mI SHOULDA GOT 





[4 





THEIR EQUILIBRIUM. 


HOW LONG 
MUST WE STAY 
HERE? , 


VD 
LS} } 


DIE, OR SUFI 
OR MUTATE. 





FOREVER! 
--Radahtt-- 
FOREVER! 








Ul LOS ANGELES... 


AGAIN, (916; 
ON A STAGE IN 


THE HUSHED 
AUDIENCE [S 
TERRIFIED. 
NO NORMAL 
HUMAN BEING 
COULD HAVE 
SURVIVED THIS 
LONG-- FIVE 
MINUTES £-- 
WITHOUT AIR. 


HE HASN'T 
GOT OUT YET! 
HARRY SAID 

RAISE ST 
AFTER FIVE 
MINUTES / 


ONCE MORE, 
HARRY HOUDIN/ 
HAS MYSTIFIED 
THEM, 


et a ae ie 
INTENSITY BUILDS. 
THE GENTEEL CROWD 
WAITS BREATHLESSLY. 


WILL THEY SEE DEATH 
FIRSTHAND? 


Him... PERHAPS 
I CAN WORK THAT 
“DIVERTED EXPLO- 


SION” GIMMICK 
INTO MY SHOW. 


EMPIRA 





